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press to the contrary were fantastic fakes created wholly out of the imagination without the slightest basis or foundation in fact or incident or word.
It did take a long, an unexpectedly long time to prepare the America for her voyage. It is not surprising that many spectators became impatient as the weeks dragged along. But the work was complex and difficult, and required patience. It was not easy to find skilled mechanics, though we paid high wages and scurried right and left for efficient men. In July, Mr. Vaniman had cabled me from Paris he could have the America ready for a voyage in six days after his arrival in Atlantic City, provided he could have two more weeks in Paris. I gave him one more week in Paris, and then he shipped the balloon, the unfinished car and machinery to the United States. He and his experts and a large staff of general helpers began the work of assembling August 9th. But so many and great were the difficulties in the way that the task was not completed and the airship ready to be taken out till the afternoon of October 12th. Throughout all this period every one of us worked with all possible energy to hasten the operation, and it was rather unkind, to say the least, of the "fake and snake" part of the press to represent